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CosELEY  Urban  District  Council. 


Hnnual  IReport 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Coseley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Tenth  Annual  Report. 

The  district  has  Sedgley  for  its  boundary  on  the  west,  the  County 
Borough  of  Dudley  on  the  south,  Wolverhampton  and  Bilston  on  the 
north,  and  Tipton  on  the  east.  Its  general  altitude  is  high,  being 
about  730  feet  at  the  highest  point  adjoining  Sedgley,  and,  falling 
towards  the  east,  as  low  as  470  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  natural  drainage  is  by  three  or  four  small  streams  flowing 
eastwards  into  tributaries  of  the  Teme. 

The  subsoil  is  mostly  heavy  clay,  and  the  subsoil  water  is  in  some 
parts  exceedingly  near  the  surface. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  3,973  acres,  and  the  population,  which 
has  not  altered  much  during  the  last  thirty  years,  is  22,218  according 
to  the  last  census,  giving  an  average  of  5.6  persons  per  acre. 

The  population,  which  consists  chiefly  of  colliers  and  ironworkers, 
is,  however,  by  no  means  evenl}^  distributed,  but  is  concentrated  at 
several  points,  forming  nine  hamlets,  the  intervening  portions  of  the 
district  being  more  rural  as  regards  density  of  population. 

Subsidences  of  the  surface  are  frequent,  and  the  ground  is  much 
honeycombed  and  fissured  owing  to  mining  operations. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  754,  comprising 
398  males  and  356  females.  Taking  the  population  at  22,250,  this  gives 
an  annual  birth-rate  of  33.8  per  thousand. 

The  deaths  registered  were  361,  comprising  202  males  and  159 
females,  being  a decrease  of  31  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  giving 
a death-rate  of  16.2  per  thousand  per  annum,  or,  adding  13  deaths  of 
residents  occurring  outside  the  district  (of  which  9 were  males  and  4 
females)^  10.8  per  thousand  per  anuur.n 


TABIjE  I* 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  years. 
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• Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ... 
Area  of  District,  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water) 


22,218' 
4»655 
477  j 

3^973; 


At 

Census 
of  1901. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings,  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  tables. 

(Signed)  W.  M.  CLENDINNEN, 

Medical  O^cer  of  Health, 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATE  EACH  MONTH. 


lilonth 

Deaths 

Rate 

Month 

Deaths 

Rate 

January  (4  weeks) 

35 

20.4 

July  (4  weeks) 

27 

15.8 

February  (4  weeks) 

31 

18.1 

August  (4  weeks) 

26 

15.7 

March  (5  weeks) 

47 

22.0 

September  (5  weeks) 

34 

15.9 

April  (4  weeks) 

21 

13.2 

October  (4  weeks) 

16 

9.3 

May  (4  weeks) 

23 

13.4 

November  (4  weeks) 

27 

15.7 

J une  (5  weeks) 

32 

15.5 

December  (5  weeks) 

42 

18.6 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  and  death-rate  from  these 
diseases  during  the  past  five  years.  There  were  45  deaths  in  1904,  repre- 
senting a zymatio  death-rate  of  2.02  per  thousand. 


DISEASES. 

p. 

0 

rP 

bU 

/iS 

U 

0) 

<2 

rj 

P 

O 

Q 

(X> 

> 

> 

o 

o 

o 

— -1 

c 

n 

1 

00 

Q 

rr 

O 

ce  Q 

■ft  P 

0)  o3 
rP  ^ 

P 

• i—t 

ft 

O 

e8 

8 

J 

O 

ft 

1 — { 
c3 

U 

0 

ft 

CO 

H 

<X> 

ft 

Small 

CO 

c3 

(i) 

' ^ 

cS 

o 

CO 

rP  P 

g-  3 

o 

o 

Q 

rH 

Jh 

' Hi 

P 

• rH 

W 

u 

H 

H 

a> 

g 

0 

-H 

d 

1904 

...  0 

7 

7 

1 

12 

5 

13 

0 

0 

45 

2.02 

1903 

...  0 

12 

7 

5 

5 

13 

12 

0 

1 

55 

2.47 

1902 

...  0 

15 

1 

9 

3 

5 

6 

1 

3 

43 

1.09 

1901 

...  0 

0 

2 

11 

13 

3 

15 

0 

2 

46 

2.07 

1900 

...  0 

31 

1 

3 

5 

4 

17 

5 

2 

68 

3.09 

INF  ANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  amongst  children  under  one 
year,  and  the  proportion  per  thousand  births  for  the  previous  five  years : — • 


Year 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 


Deaths  under 
One  Year 

152 

136 

135 

134 

109 


Mortality 
per  1,000  Births 

185 

175 

170 

166 

134 


Average  number  of  deaths  for  years  1899 — 1903,  133. 

Average  death-rate  per  thousand  births,  166.  In  1904  there  were  126 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  a mortality  of  167  per  thousand  births 
registered. 


The  birth-rate,  the  general  death-rate,  and  the  zymotic  dearth-rat© 
are  all  much  below  the  average. 
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With  regard  to  the  Infantile  Mortality  which,  -unfortunately,  remains 
high,  I would  recommend  that  the  practice  of  giving  printed  instructions 
on  the  feeding  and  management  of  infants,  to  the  parents  when  the  birth 
is  registered,  be  continued,  and  also  that  the  Education  Committee  be 
asked  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  the  elementary  rules  of  health  to 
older  scholars  in  the  day  schools.  To  this  end  the  first  step  of  course 
must  be  to  equip  the  teachers  with  the  knowledge  which  it  is  desired 
they  should  impart. 

Improved  sanitation  alone  has  failed  to  bring  about  a satisfactory 
reduction  in  the  infantile  death-rate,  and  it  is  now  recognised  that  the 
rising  generation  must  be  educated  to  a keen  sense  of  their  duty  as 
parents,  and  to  the  great  importance  of  such  matters  as  personal  and 
domestic  cleanliness,  pure  air,  and  the  like. 

SMALLPOX. 

This  disease  has  been  entirely  absent  from  the  district  throughout 
the  year.  This  district,  being  a constituent  authority  of  the  South  Staf- 
fordshire Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board,  is  now  provided  for  as  regards 
isolation  of  smallpox. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  caused  seven  deaths,  all  of  which  were  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  If  children  under  this  age  can  be  protected  from  infec- 
tion many  deaths  will  be  avoided,  and  they  should  not  be  sent  to  school 
under  this  age,  at  any  rate  when  measles  is  prevalent.  The  whole  of  the 
seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Brierley  division,  in  which  there  were  no 
fatal  cases  in  1903. 

As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  and  it  is  the  exception  in  this 
district  for  cases  to  be  medically  attended,  it  is  extremely  difl&cult  to 
trace  their  origin  and  distribution.  In  June  I discovered  numer- 
ous cases  amongst  the  children  attending  Daisy  Bank  Infants’  School.  I 
visited  the  school  on  several  occasions,  and  also  the  homes  of  the  sick 
children,  and  endeavoured  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  such  precautions 
as  were  practicable. 

Two  deaths  occurred  in  June,  two  in  July,  and  one  each  in  August, 
September,  and  October. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  disease,  which  is  practically  endemic  in  this  district,  furnished 
109  cases  during  the  year,  and  seven  deaths  resulted.  This  is  an  increased 
mortality  as  compared  with  recent  years,  and  should  be  taken  as  a 
warning  that  the  type  of  the  disease  may  at  any  time  become  more 
malignant.  The  type  has  been  so  mild  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  people  to  observe  proper  precautions. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  through  all  divisions  of  the  district. 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  March,  and  one  each  in  August,  September  , 
November,  and  December. 
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Isolation  Hospital,  Tzone. 
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111  two  cases  diphtheria  occurred  as  a complication  of  scarlet  fever,  and 
one  of  these  was  fatal. 

Twenty-eight  cases  were  notified  in  the  first  quarter,  19  in  the 
second,  31  in  the  third,  and  31  in  the  last. 

In  March,  two  cases  wmre  reported  from  4,  Rainbow  Street.  On 
visiting  the  house  the  same  day  I found  that  the  patients  were  two 
young  men,  aged  20  and  15  respectively.  They  were  both  in  the  down- 
stairs room,  and  one  was  peeling  freely.  It  appeared  that  medical 
advice  had  not  been  sought  for  him,  but  when  his  brother  became  ill  a 
doctor  was  sent  for.  On  further  enquiry  I learnt  that  the  father  was 
employed  as  a cowman  at  one  of  the  largest  dairy  farms  in  the  district. 
Of  course  notice  was  at  once  given  to  the  employer,  and  the  man  ceased 
his  work  for  the  time.  I did  not  trace  any  cases  to  the  milk  supply. 

In  August  I reported  that  I had  seen  a girl,  aged  15,  who  was  then 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  and  was  aware  of  her  condition,  standing, 
amongst  a group  of  women  in  a public  way,  near  her  residence.  Proceed- 
ings Avere  taken  under  Section  126,  Public  Health  Act,  and  a fine  was 
imposed.  In  all  cases  due  enquiries  are  made  into  the  milk  supply  and 
the  school  attended,  and  also  the  general  sanitary  conditions,  and  places; 
of  work  of  the  inmates.  The  Inspector  fumigates  the  room  with  sulphur 
in  as  many  cases  as  practicable,  but  in  this  scattered  district,  with 
much  other  important  work  on  his  hands,  time  is  very  precious,  and  I 
would  recommend  that  your  Council  provide  a Mackenzie  Spray  for  dis- 
infection, Avhich  Avould  be  more  efficient  and  take  less  time.  I hope  that 
before  long  an  isolation  hospital  and  a disinfector  for  clothing,  &c.,  will 
be  provided. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Thirteen  cases  of  diphtheria  and  two  of  membranous  croup  were 
reported  during  the  year.  Two  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  supervened  on 
scarlet  fever.  I regret  that  your  Council  have  decided  not  to  supply 
antitoxin  serum  free  of  charge  at  present.  As  far  as  I know  the  Local 
Government  Board  haAm  not  yet  declared  the  strict  legality  of  the 
practice,  AAdiich  AAmuld  no  doubt  influence  your  decision.  I maintain  that 
AA’hen  used  as  a curative  the  serum  also  acts  as  a preventive  by 
promptly  getting  rid  of  the  membrane  in  the  throat  caused  by  the- 
diphtheria  bacillus,  and  thus  limiting  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  a redhced  prevalence  of  this 
disease.  Since  March,  1892,  when  the  Act  AA’as  adopted,  the  following 


are  the  numbers  notified 

— 

1892 

32 

* • • 

1899 

73 

1893 

22 

• • 

1900 

26 

1894 

22 

• • • 

1901 

21 

1895 

18 

• • • 

1902 

47 

1896 

9 

• • 

1903 

54 

1897 

9 

• • 

1904 

29 

1893 

160 
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Other  Septic  diseases 

Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  diseases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Kespira- 
tory  organs  ... 

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth ... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition  ... 

Heart  diseases  ... 

Accidents 

Suicides 

Another  causes... 

All  causes  ... 

( Dudley  Union  Workhouse 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District  •!  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital. 

I Birmingham  General  Hospital. 
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The  chief  condition  which  is  found  to  favour  its  spread  is  organic 
pollution  of 'the  soil.  It  is  least  prevalent  in  houses  with  water  closets; 
is  less  prevalent  where  pails  are  used  than  where  ordinary  closets  are 
provided.  It  is  spread  by  water  or  milk,  in  which  the  infective  agent 
thrives,  but  also  in  other  ways,  especially  where  the  surroundings  are 
insanitary. 

The  29  cases  notified  this  year  occurred  in  27  houses,  15  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  six  in  the  second,  six  in  the  third,  and  four  in  the 
fourth. 

Tw'elve  cases  occurred  in  11  houses,  with  “ well  water,  all  in  the 
Ettingshall  Division.  Seventeen  cases  occurred  in  16  houses  supplied 
with  '^'tap”  water,  three  being  in  Ettingshall,  11  in  Coseley,  two  in 
Woodsetton,  and  one  in  Brierley. 

Of  the  11  houses  with  ‘‘well”  water,  the  public  supply  has  now  been 
connected  to  eight  of  these,  and  with  regard  to  the  other  three,  which  are 
33  and  35,  Hollywell  Street,  and  37,  Horace  Street,  the  matter  is  now 
in  hand. 

One  case  occurred  in  the  person  of  a young  woman  who  had  washed 
the  bed  linen  of  another  case.  I am  convinced  that  the  disease  is  often 
spread  by  personal  contact  in  the  poorer  class  dw^ellings,  and  although 
the  landlords  are  often  at  fault,  the  dirty  habits  of  the  people  them- 
selves have  a most  detrimental  effect,  and  render  of  little  avail  the  efforts 
of  sanitary  officials.  Even  the  better  educated  artisan  class  have  a very 
hazy  notion  of  thorough  personal  and  domestic  cleanliness. 

The  Can  Lane  pump,  the  wmter  from  which  has  been  several  times 
condemned  as  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  has  now  been  closed  by  your 
orders,  and  the  pump  removed.  Your  Council  have  given  an  order  for 
special  receptacles  to  be  provided  for  the  evacuations  of  enteric  fever 
patients,  and  I am  hopeful  of  much  good  resulting  from  this. 

At  all  the  premises  insanitary  defects  were  discovered,  for  the  remedy 
of  which  notices  have  been  served.  Disinfectants  are  freely  supplied,  and 
the  premises  are  frequently  visited  by  the  Inspector  and  myself.  The 
milk  supply  is  enquired  into  in  all  cases.  I recommend  that  a hand  bill 
be  printed  for  use  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  giving  directions  as  to 
precautions  to  be  observed.  In  a district  like  this  I think  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  there  should  be  means  of  isolation  for  enteric  fever  cases 

DIARRHCEA. 

Thirteen  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  epidemic  diarrhoea,  all  being 
under  five  years  of  age. 

In  this  connection  I hope  that  when  the  new  Bye-laws  have  been 
confirmed,  the  question  of  the  paving  of  back  yards,  etc.,  will  progress,  as 
no  doubt  the  fouling  of  the  soil  of  back  yards  with  slop  water  and  organic 
dirt,  which  is  common  at  present,  conduces  to  diarrhoeal  diseases  amongst 
the  young  children  who  play  in  them. 
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The  contamination  of  food  by  organic  dust  in  dry  weather  also 
produces  diarrhoea,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  system  of  road-making 
in  use  in  this  district  is  very  insanitary  for  this  reason,  and  also  because 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  impurities  which  the  inhabitants  have  to 
inhale. 

There  is  a notable  lack  in  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  of 
pantries  with  suitable  light  and  ventilation. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Cases  of  this  disease,  which  is  rarely  absent  from  the  district,  have 
been  numerous  during  the  year.  Twelve  deaths  resulted,  all  in  children 
under  five  years  of  age.  There  were  seven  deaths  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  three  in  the  second,  and  one  in  November.  Owing  to  the 
comparative  indifference  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  parents  little  control 
is  obtained  over  it.  The  sputum  and  nasal  discharges,  which  are  infec- 
tious, should  be  received  into  rags  or  a vessel  containing  disinfectant,  and 
afterwards  burnt.  As  in  measles,  particular  care  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  children  under  five  years  of  age  becoming  infected. 

PHTHISIS. 

This  district  has  a low  death-rate  from  phthisis,  notwithstanding  the 
presence  of  several  factors  which  tend  to  favour  consumption,  such  as 
overcrowding  and  dampness  of  houses.  There  is  a distinct  improvement 
in  the  habits  of  the  people  in  the  matter  of  ventilation  of  bedrooms,  a 
point  which  I never  lose  an  opportunity  of  emphasising.  In  many  of  the 
older  houses  facilities  for  opening  the  windows  have  not  been  provided. 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  issue  a 
leaflet  which  it  would  be  wise  to  distribute  to  suitable  persons. 

Houses  in  which  a fatal  case  has  occurred  should  be  disinfected. 

WATER. 

Very  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  substitution  of  the  public 
water  supply  in  the  place  of  wells,  the  majority  of  which  in  this  district 
are  so  situated  as  to  become  polluted  by  sewage  matter.  284  houses, 
including  new  houses,  have  been  connected  to  the  public  supply.  There 
are  still  many  houses  in  the  district  dependent  on  wells,  and  this  matter 
should  be  pressed  forward,  especially  seeing  that  the  above  work  has 
been  accompanied  by  a decrease  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  enteric  fever 
cases. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  old  houses,  many  of  which  have  been 
allowed  to  fall  into  dilapidation,  most  of  the  work  of  inspection  has  to 
be  devoted  to  these  properties. 
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During  the  year,  apart  from  enquiries  regarding  infectious  diseases,  I 
have  inspected  and  reported  on  various  properties,  especially  Beacon  View 
Terrace,  Upper  Ettingshall  Road,  Duck  Street,  Walter  Street,  Beacon 
Street,  Shaw  Road,  Holly  well  Street,  Manor  Terrace,  Martin  Street,  in 
Ettingshall  Division ; Darkhouse  Lane,  Foundry  Street,  and  Legge 
Lane,  in  Coseley  proper;  Cross  Street,  Wooton’s  Fold,  Littleton  Row, 
Long  Row,  John  Street,  in  Brierley  Division;  and  Mason  Street, 
Woodsetton.  The  defects  met  with  are  numerous.  The  Inspector  gives 
every  possible  help  to  the  property  owners,  details  of  the  work  necessary 
to  be  executed  being  given  with  each  notice,  each  of  the  builders’  trades 
being  separately  enumerated,  and  further  explanations  are  given  at 
personal  interviews  with  the  owners,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  more  satisfactory  results  which  have  been  obtained,  both  as  regards 
quality  and  quantity  of  improvements,  is  to  be  attributed  to  this  system. 
At  any  rate  the  demands  of  the  Council  have  been  acceded  to  much  more 
thoroughly  and  with  less  delay  than  formerly. 

During  the  year  94  houses  were  spouted,  and  18  houses  were  stripped 
and  re-slated.  Forty-two  yards  and  entries  were  paved. 

In  certain  cases  I consider  it  very  advisable  to  proceed  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  and  29  properties  have  been  dealt 
with  under  these  .Acts  during  the  year,  with  the  following  result : — Seven 
closed  (two  since  demolished),  seventeen  generally  repaired,  one  notice 
unexpired,  four  in  process  of  repair. 

The  Amending  Act  of  1903  facilitates  the  closing  and  demolition  of 
buildings  that  cannot  reasonably  be  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  in  these 
cases  it  is  essential  to  get  the  building  demolished  and  the  site  cleared 
so  as  to  avoid  future  difficulty.  I am  glad  to  know  that  your  Council 
have  decided  to  require  the  demolition  cf  many  tenantless,  dilapidated 
houses  in  the  district,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  record  progress  in  the  matter 
in  my  next  yearly  report.  The  house  condemned  in  1902,  but  still  occu- 
pied at  the  time  of  writing  my  last  annual  report,  is  now  demolished. 

Of  the  houses  condemned  in  1903  the  notices  have  been  complied 
With,  except  in  the  case  of  two  houses.  It  is  desirable  that  steps  be 
taken  to  obtain  a closing  order  regarding  these. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Seventy-eight  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

As  I have  formerly  reported,  strict  supervision  is  required.  Many 
of  the  sites  require  special  preparation,  owing  to  the  unsuitable  nature 
of  the  ground. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  attention  has  been  called  to  cases  in 
which  new  buildings  violated  sanitary  requirements.  In  one  case  the 
back  wall  of  a closet  was  being  utilised  to  form  part  of  tlie  wall  of  the 
kitchen  of  a new  house.  Your  Council  of  course  ordered  the  closet  to 
be  removed,  and  this  portion  of  the  wall  rebuilt.  In  another  case  a 
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single  storey  four-roomed  house  was  praotically  finished,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  no  plans  had  been  submitted.  There  was  no  damp 
course,  and  other  defects  existed.  The  owner  appeared  before  the 
Council,  but  gave  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  breach  of  the  law, 
and  you  ordered  severe  measures  to  be  taken.  I am  not  aware  that  he 
has  yet  shown  cause  why  the  house  should  not  be  closed,  and  as  he  is 
now  living  in  it,  our  only  course  will  be  to  deal  with  the  case  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

When  the  new  Building  Bye-laws,  which  I am  pleased  to  record  you 
have  framed,  come  into  force  these  matters  whll  be  more  easily  dealt 
with. 

EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

This  has  been  carried  out  as  formerly  by  the  Council’s  own  employes 
under  the  control  of  a superintendent. 

The  evils  connected  with  the  privy  cesspit  system  should  be  counter- 
acted as  much  as  possible  by  a more  frequent  and  systematic  removal. 
At  the  same  time,  I know  that  the  work  is  better  done  than  it  used  to 
be  some  years  ago,  but  there  are  still  complaints  of  delay  in  removal,  and 
also  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  stalf  to  effectually  empty  some  of  the 
cesspits 

Certain  detailed  rules  have  recently  been  drawn  up  regarding  the 
work  of  this  department,  which  will,  I hope,  bring  about  better  results. 

After  removal  the  night-soil  is  tipped  on  waste  ground,  and  as  the 
ashes  are  not  mixed  with  it,  is  covered  with  straw  or  straw  manure  with 
a view  of  diminishing  nuisance.  Some  of  it  is  removed  by  farmers,  but 
much  remains,  and  as  there  are  several  of  these  tips  ” throughout  the 
district,  the  general  result  is  highly  unsatisfactory  from  a health  point 
of  view,  and  cannot  be  defended  if  it  is  found  possible  to  provide  a better 
method. 

During  the  year  3,G07  privies  were  emptied,  containing  3,395  tanks, 
and  4,181  ashpits,  containing  8,284  loads. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  19  licensed  slaughterhouses.  One  application  for  a new 
licence  was  refused,  and  very  properly  so,  as  the  premises  owing  to 
structural  defects  and  close  proximity  to  houses  were  quite  unsuitable. 
In  fact,  from  a structural  point  of  view,  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  of 
the  slaughterhouses  are  up-to-date.  They  are,  however,  kept  fairly 
clean^  and  better  methods  are  in  use  for  the  removal  of  garbage,  etc. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  22  cowsheds  and  7 milkshops  on  the  register.  Four  new 
cowsheds  were  erected  during  the  year,  and  they  are  structurally  a great 
improvement  on  the  ma.iority  of  the  older  ones. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1904  in  the  Urban  District  of  Coseley. 
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29 
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Cowsheds  ...  ...  / 

Bakehouses 

45 

14 

13 
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68 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  

Schools  ditto  ditto... 
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(Signed)  DAVID  PRICE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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The  occupier  of  one  cowshed  was  prosecuted  during  the  year,  as  the 
building  was  defective  in  every  way,  and  he  had  failed  to  carry  out 
notices  to  remedy  the  defects.  Fine  and  costs,  £4  2s.  6d.,  were  imposed. 
The  injury  to  health  arising  from  a contaminated  milk  supply  is  now  so 
well  known  that  the  demands  of  the  Council  must  become  more  stringent 
with  regard  to  these  premises,  and  further  prosecutions  will  have  to 
be  undertaken  unless  other  owners  hasten  to  comply  with  your  regula- 
tions 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  98  workshops,  including  15  retail  bakehouses,  connected 
with  mining  24,  tin  and  iron  smiths  8,  file  cutters  4,  the  majority  of 
the  remainder  being  domestic  workshops,  connected  with  wearing  apparel. 
Ventilation  generally  is  sufficient,  and  no  case  of  overcrowding  was  met 
with.  Seventeen  notices  were  required  for  cleanliness. 

No  case  of  wet  floors  was  met  with. 

There  are  53  factories. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in 
operation  in  the  district,  and  action  was  taken  under  it  in  six  cases  where 
the  sanitar}^  accommodation  w’as  inadequate.  In  these  cases  provision 
of  one  closet  for  each  25  persons  employed  was  required,  with  separate 
accommodation  for  the  sexes. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses,  nor  are  there  any  laundries 
in  the  district. 

In  the  15  bakehouses  14  defects  were  discovered,  13  of  which  were 
remedied  after  notice.  In  the  remaining  case,  there  are  two  privies  in 
close  proximity,  which  the  owner  has  undertaken  to  remove. 

At  one  premises  at  which,  it  came  to  my  knowdedge,  it  wns  intended  to 
form  a bakehouse,  I made  an  inspection  and  found  that  there  was  an  old 
w.c.  on  an  upper  floor,  which  was  of  the  objectionable  pan  type,  and,  of 
course  foul.  The  soil  pipe  was  not  continued  in  its  full  diameter  up  to 
the  roof.  There  was  a sink  which  was  foul,  and  the  sink  outlet  was 
inefficient,  in  a scullery  adjoining  the  bakehouse.  There  was  a wooden 
privy  closet  outside  the  house,  but  no  ashpit.  All  these  matters  were 
remedied,  and  the  condition  of  the  premises  is  now  satisfactory. 

HOME  WORK. 

There  are  60  outworkers  on  the  list,  fewer  than  last  year,  which  is 
probably  owing  partly  to  slackness  of  trade,  but  also,  I understand,  to 
new  policy  on  the  part  of  employers  of  concentrating  the  work  in  large 
workshops. 

We  have  received  one  list  of  outworkers  from  another  authority. 
Two  lists  have  also  been  received  from  a firm  who  give  out  work  in  the 
district,  but  the  firm’s  headquarters  are  situate  in  a neighbouring  district. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 
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Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundires) 

86 

20 

... 

Workplaces  

... 

IIOMEAVORKKKs’  PREMISES  

to 

1-i 

... 

Total  ... 

280 

40 

2.— DFt’ECTS 

FOUND. 

N miiber  of  Defects. 

No.  of 

P osecu- 
tions 

Particulars 

Found 

1 Referred 
Remedied  j to  H.M. 

jin.spector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances ... 

Sanitary 

\not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Wokshop  Act ; — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(S.  101) 

Breach  of  Special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (SS.  97  to  100)  

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 
Giving  out  work  to  be  done  / unwholesome  (S  108) 
in  premises  which  are  f infected  (S.  110)  ... 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (S.  109)  ... 
Other  offences 

Total 


17 

1 


1 

4 

1 


14 


17 

1 


1 

4 

1 


13 


41 


40 


TABLE  YI.— ( ^>ont}nucil  ■ 

3.  - OTH  E R MATT  ERS 


Class 


Number 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  oi  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factor3^  and  Workshop 

Act  (S.  133) ...  ...  ...  


Action  taken  in  matters  re- 
ferred by  H.M,  Inspectors 
as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory 
Act  (S.  6) 


'Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 


Reports  (of  action  taken) 
, sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 


Other  

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101):— 
In  use  during  1903 

fin  1903  ... 

Certificates  granted'i 

'^in  1904  ... 


2 


In  use  at  the  end  of  1904... 


Number  of 

Homework: — 

Lists  of  Outworkers  (S.  107): — 

Lists 

Out- 

workers 

Lists  received 

2 

17 

Addresses  of  Out-  ( f«‘-'v”<ied  to  other  Authorities  ... 

workers  (received  from  other  Authorities 

« • 

Wearing 

o 

• 

Homeiuork  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises 

Apparel 

108)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’ 

» * • 

... 

premises  •••  •••  •••  •••  »«. 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 

3 

... 

^ • 1 XO^  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •• 

3 

... 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904. 

Important  classes  of  work-  / Bakehouses  15 

shops,  such  as  workshop  | Connected  with  Mining  24 
bakehouses,  may  be  en-4  Tin  and  Iron  Workers  ...  8 
umerated  here  f File  Cutters  ...  ...  4 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


98 


20 


Three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  houses  of  out- 
workers, and  the  employers  were  notified  of  same.  As  far  as  I a:ii 
aware,  there  are  no  firms  in  the  district  who  give  out  home  work. 

No  infringement  was  discovered  under  Section  133. 

BYE-LAWS. 

In  addition  to  Building  Bye-laws  recently  framed,  new  bye-laws 
dealing  with  nuisances  arising  from  filth,  rubbish,  the  keeping  of  animals, 
the  removal  of  house  refuse,  the  cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences,  &c., 
are  urgently  required. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


W.  M.  CLENDINNEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


COSELEY, 

February  11th,  1905. 


